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the girls overcame their fear, however; and with careful grooming by
cooks and yard men who were terribly ashamed of his appearance, the
mule emerged in all his glory on the day of the performance.

The only time Miss Mabel ever exhibits outwardly the slightest
emotion is during the actual performance of one of her plays. Sometimes,
preceding a play, she walks slowly into the amphitheatre dressed as the
priest of Dionysus, accompanied by two attendants who dance around her;
then she takes her seat on the hillside, in a niche corresponding to the seat
which the Greeks always reserved for the priest, and remains there for the
entire play, at the end of which time she walks slowly out, thus closing
the drama. But don’t think she remains entirely oblivious while seated
there in her secluded spot. No sooner does she sit down than she quickly
becomes “Miss Mabel,” chief prompter for the drama—and what a won-
derful place for a prompter, hidden from the audience but very much
within hearing distance of the actors. At other times, she sits on the hill-
side with the large crowd of spectators who come from all over the United
States and parts of Canada. Then she is tense, anxious lest someone be-
come confused and forget her lines, and she will leave the audience, find
a solitary place away from them, yet near her girls, as they so skillfully
perform their réles. And this woman, wearing antioch shoes and the
plainest of dresses, this professor with greying hair and rimless glasses,
becomes so absorbed in the lines of the play that she is no longer a part
of the crowd.

Through her long years as teacher of Greek at Randolph-Macon, there
have been many tributes paid Miss Whiteside, the most noteworthy being
the presentation of the stage in the Dell by the Classes of 1938 and 1939,
together with other alumna and friends. Although equipped with modern
dressing-room facilities, it keeps the proportions of an ancient Greek
theatre. On the stage is a plaque bearing the following inscription:

DEDICATED TO
MAaBEL KaTE WHITESIDE, PROFESSOR OF GREEK
WHOSE TEACHING
Has INsPIRED SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS

OF STUDENTS












