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Commencement Exercises

Ten o’clock
WildCat Stadium

Ann Fabirkiewicz, College Marshal & Charles A. Dana Professor of Chemistry 
& Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division Head 

Christopher Lemasters, Dean of Students & Graduate Marshal

Processional*
Blue Ridge Brass
 Rigaudon  Andre Campra
 Grand March from “Aida”  G. Verdi 
 Prayer and March from “Renzi” Richard Wagner

Welcome and Introduction of the Commencement Speaker
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College

Commencement Address
 Eugenia Livings Welburn ’95, Board of Trustees Member & Co-owner of  
     E.C.C. Enterprises Holding Company

Conferring of Graduate and Undergraduate Degrees
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College 
 Carl A. Girelli, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Bunny Goodjohn, Associate Provost
 Christopher Lemasters, Dean of Students

Presentation of the Maude Huff Fife Award
 Carl A. Girelli, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Message from the Class of 2021
 Ranita Opoku-Sarfo ’21, Student Government President

Message to the Graduates
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College

*Please stand if you are able. 



The College Song*
 Text: Carol Johnson Hallstrom ’43
 Music: Henry Hallstrom, Professor Emeritus
 Led by Chorale with alumnae and alumni via recording

Recessional*
Blue Ridge Brass
 Triumphal March  Hector Berlioz

Where the river winds through  
 blue mountains, 
Where purple vines entwine  
 stately halls, 
And roses tumble along  
 sunny walls, 
Where voices serenading in  
 the night sing of loyalty  
 and love. 
There let wisdom rise! 
O, there let wisdom rise! 

Randolph College in fair Virginia, 
Home of true learning, beauty,  
 and art, 
We sing thy praises, O Alma  
Mater, 
Our voices serenading  
 in the night 
Pledge thee loyalty and love. 
Here let wisdom rise! 
O, here let wisdom rise!

*Please stand if you are able. 



2020-2021

Student Government Officers

Ranita Opoku-Sarfo 
President

Sha-Ron Bass
Vice President

Analise Presley
Secretary

Hannah Mae O’Berry
Judicial Chair

Paige Olivia Edwards
Judicial Vice Chair

Samuel D. Mott 
Treasurer

Renee Sarpong
Publicity Officer



Candidates for the Master’s Degree 

Douglas Hendrik Corbett, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A.  ....................Fredericksburg, VA
William Nash Donohoe, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. .......................................... Aldie, VA
Zachary J. Hinton, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. .............................................Manassas, VA
Darren Lawrence Petty, Jr., Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. ............................Richmond, VA
Benjamin Michael Roberts, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. ............................Davidson, NC
J. Brandon Schlick, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. ...................................Virginia Beach, VA
Ashley Marie Schmitz, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A.  ........................................Keswick, VA
Phillip Brenton Williamson, Coaching and Sport Leadership, M.A. .........................Lynchburg, VA

Jordan Kane Clark**, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  .........................................Big Island, VA
Christine Marie Dorman, Special Education, M.A.T.  ...............................................Lynchburg, VA
Landon Lee Kekoa Fielder**, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ..........................Lynchburg, VA
Carter Elizabeth Garrett, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ......................................Amherst, VA
Erika Marie Mabry**, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ...........................................Altavista, VA
Dominique Ariana Nelson**, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  .........................Lynchburg, VA 
Michaela Irene Salerno, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ....................................Lynchburg, VA

Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree  

Alexus  Rochelle Allen, Theatre, B.F.A.  ........................................................................Louisburg, NC
Jamiko Wilton Allen-Hercules*, Independently Designed, B.A.  ...............................Lynchburg, VA
Theresa Alrimawi**, Global Studies, B.A.  ..................................................................Amman, Jordan
Mackenzie Leigh-Ann Ambrose, Business, B.A.  .................................................................. Floyd, VA
Rodrigo Amestegui, Communication Studies, B.A.  .....................................................Alexandria, VA
Essence Imari Anderson, Studio Art, B.A.  ...................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Hayley Elizabeth Ashford, Business & Economics, B.A.  ................................Providence Forge, VA
Rabiea Ashraf, Psychology & Religious Studies, B.A.  ....................................................Lynchburg, VA
Devin Gray Bagby, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ............................................... Appomattox, VA
Lillian Franziska Baker, History, B.A.  .....................................................................Barboursville, VA
Amadou Abdoulaye Beye, Mathematics, B.A.  ......................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Soleil Marie Bourdon, English & History, B.A.  ..........................................................Lynchburg, VA
Chloe Brazzi, Economics & Philosophy, B.A.  .....................................................................Norfolk, VA
Aaron C. Brown, History, B.A.  .......................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Kora Leigh Brown, Studio Art, B.F.A.  ....................................................................... Portsmouth, VA
Tyler Blake Campbell, Physics, B.S.  ...............................................................................Lowesville, VA
Cody Carpenter, Business & Economics, B.A.  ..........................................................Wilmington, NC
Emma Carynn Carrico, Dance & Psychology, B.A.  ................................................... Warrenton, VA
Anna-Grace Cary, Biology, B.S.  .............................................................. Charlotte Court House, VA
Meghan Jean Chaffins, Communication Studies & Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A. 
.................................................................................................................................... Temperanceville, VA
Lindsey Leeann Davis, Studio Art, B.A.  .......................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Logan Bryant Davis, Environmental Science, B.S.  ...........................................................Monroe, VA
Haley Alessandra Dell’Aria, Sociology, B.A.  .................................................................Brookneal, VA
John Thomas Dolan, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ............................................Woodbridge, VA
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Mitchell Coleman Doss, Environmental Science, B.S.  ..........................................................Hurt, VA
Damien Kyle Douglas, Mathematics & Physics, B.S.  ............................................. Spotsylvania, VA
Verlisha Douglas*, Psychology, B.A.  ................................................................ Madison Heights, VA
Donald William Doyle, History, B.A. .............................................................................Louisville, KY
Justin Mckinley Dula, Communication Studies, B.A.  .............................................. Taylorsville, NC
Sidney Leigh Easter, Biology, B.S. & Studio Art, B.A.  ........................................................ Ararat, VA
Paige Olivia Edwards, Chemistry & Environmental Science, B.S.  ............................Alexandria, VA
Najahe Mekela Eldridge, Engineering Physics, B.S.  ................................................. Portsmouth, VA
Elizabeth Gray Ellen, Psychology, B.A.  ................................................................. Mechanicsville, VA
Angela Rose Farr, Biology, B.A.  .........................................................................................Owings, MD
Alyssa Galbreath, Sociology, B.A.  ...................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Amber Nicole Grace Garrett, Biology, B.A.  ..........................................................Stephens City, VA
Jordan Alexandra Garrett, Biology, B.S.  .................................................................. Appomattox, VA
Alexandra Elizabeth Geier, Political Science, B.A.  ......................................................Richmond, VA
Victoria Shain Goodman, English, B.A.  .............................................................................Gretna, VA
Zeb Dillon Gray, History, Certificate of Major  .........................................................Lynchburg, VA
James Austin Greenfield, History, B.A.  .....................................................................Woodbridge, VA
Jessica Melton Gross, Biology, B.S.  .................................................................................. Fincastle, VA
John Adam Guess VI, History & Philosophy, B.A.  ...............................................Virginia Beach, VA
Brittany Noel Gula, History, B.A.  ...............................................................................Chesapeake, VA
Briana Dariele Harbison, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ..........................................Dumfries, VA
Elijah David Harrison, Psychology, B.A.  ............................................................................El Paso, TX
Taylor Nicole Heddings, Psychology, B.A.  ........................................................................Bedford, VA
Rebecca Heidenfelder, Biology, B.S. & Dance, B.A.  .................................................. Burnsville, NC
Minh Hoang, Business, B.A.  .........................................................................................Hanoi, Vietnam
Cristian Alfonso Irigoyen*, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ........................................Norfolk, VA
DeAndre Brice Jackson, Communication Studies, B.A.  ................................. Madison Heights, VA
Allison Gail Jarrett, History, B.A.  ...........................................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Grace Jennings, Communication Studies, B.A.  ..................................................................... Forest, VA
Amanda Jane Johnson*, English, B.A.  .........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Sabrina Raven Johnson, Elementary Education, B.S.  ....................................................Amherst, VA
Rebecca C. Jones, Economics & Global Studies, B.A.  ......................................................... Joshua, TX
Hannah Joseph, English, B.A.  ........................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Sidney Alta Keyes*, Biology, B.S.  ..................................................................................... Roanoke, VA
Martha Gayle King, Biology, B.A.  .................................................................................... Roanoke, VA
Gabrielle Kostuck, Biology, B.S.  ....................................................................................Englewood, FL
Emma Koziol*, Dance, B.F.A.  .......................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Samantha Marie Landers, Dance, B.F.A.  ............................................................Newport News, VA
Marynan W. Layton, Chemistry, B.S.  ..........................................................................Lovingston, VA
Riley Paige Lorson, Environmental Studies, B.A.  .......................................................Winchester, VA
José Marquez, Political Science, B.A.  ..............................................................................Alexandria, VA
Alex Marshall, Jr., Biology, B.S.  ...........................................................................................Orlando, FL
Steve Martinez, Communication Studies, B.A.  ........................................................... Midlothian, VA
Shannon Jessica McQuaid*, Environmental Studies, B.A.  ............................................ Sterling, VA
Jdody Misidor, Environmental Studies, B.A.  ..............................................St. Louis-du-Nord, Haiti
Chanler Lorrin Mitchell-Stadler, Biology, B.S.  ...................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Samuel D. Mott, Mathematics, B.S.  .............................................................................. Smithfield, VA
Kennedy Ling Moulton, Communication Studies & Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.   ......................
.............................................................................................................................................. Springfield, VA
Dilawar Muhammad Mubashir, Engineering Physics, B.S.  ..................................Falls Church, VA
Madison Noelle Murphy, Psychology, B.A.  ...................................................................Nashville, TN
Taylor Rae Murphy, Elementary Education, B.S.  .......................................................Lynchburg, VA



James Victor Neri, Jr., Business & Economics, B.A.  .....................................................Richmond, VA
Hannah Mae O’Berry, Political Science & Religious Studies, B.A.  ............................Lynchburg, VA
Oscar Onoszko, History, B.A.  ................................................................................................Clover, SC
Ranita Opoku-Sarfo, Biology, B.S. & Global Studies, B.A.  ............................................Stafford, VA
Daniel James Over*, Biology, B.S.  ........................................................................... Westminster, MD
Evan Michael Pausic, Philosophy, B.A.  ................................................................................ Saluda, VA
Zacariah Avery Nathaniel Payne, Religious Studies, B.A.  ...........................................Charlotte, NC
Kristine Pendergast*, Sociology, B.A.  .......................................................................Washington, DC
Sarah Josephine Perry, Biology, B.A.  ......................................................................Rocky Mount, VA
Nathanael Isaac Peverill*, English, B.A.  ......................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Jackson Samuel Powell**, Engineering Physics, B.S.............................................................Forest, VA
Samuel Walker Procopio, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ...........................................Amherst, VA
Agnes Reyes Merced, Chemistry, B.S. & Psychology, B.A.  ..............................Gurabo, Puerto Rico
Luz Eneida Rodriguez Santiago*, Psychology & Sociology, B.A.  ............... Madison Heights, VA
Jared Matthew Ruddock, Communication Studies, B.A.  ........................................... Springfield, VA
Renee Sarpong, Biology, B.S.  .........................................................................................Haymarket, VA
Caleb J. Schmitzer, History, B.A.  .........................................................................................Wilson, NC
Shamir Dawntee Scott, Sociology, B.A.  ........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Michaela Seales, English, B.A.  .............................................................................................. Oxford, CT
Emily Elizabeth Smith, Liberal Studies, B.A. .................................................... Calvert County, MD
Kelau Tano Smith*, Biology, B.S.  .................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Robert Addison Spinner, Biology, B.S.  ........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Sydney Taylor Spruill, Chemistry & Engineering Physics, B.S.  ....................................... Suffolk, VA
Lindsey Marie Taylor, Psychology & Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ..............Virginia Beach, VA
Latesha Thornhill, Independently Designed & Philosophy & Political Science, B.A.  ..........................
................................................................................................................................................. Rustburg, VA
Evelyn Victoria Tomaszewski*, Biology, B.S.  .....................................................................Gurnee, IL
Lee Howard Benjamin Tookes, Communication Studies, B.A.  .......................................Chester, VA
Christopher Gage Tutko, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ................................Manassas City, VA
Samantha Ann Verhaagen*, Global Studies, B.A.  ...............................................Virginia Beach, VA
William Zachary Vernon, Physics, B.S.  .............................................................................Henrico, VA
Alexander C. Wagoner*, History, B.A.  ....................................................................Locust Grove, VA
Willis Columbus Wallace, Biology, B.S.  .........................................................................Culpeper, VA
John Alexander Warren*, Physics, B.A.  ........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Zachary Lewis Waugh, Mathematics, B.S.  ...................................................... Madison Heights, VA
Kaitlin Weigle, Theatre, B.A.  .................................................................................. Mechanicsville, VA
Courtney Madisen Williamson, English, B.A.  ................................................................Concord, VA
Zachary Williby, History, B.A.  ..............................................................................Orange County, VA
Gifty Wisdom, Biology, B.A.  ........................................................................................Woodbridge, VA
Salina Mekonnen Woldemicael, Communication Studies & History, B.A.  ............Alexandria, VA

*August 2020 or January 2021 Graduate
**Degree to be awarded upon completion of requirements

This document is not an official record of degrees awarded. The student’s transcript is the official record of the College.

The digital Commencement Program, which is part of the College’s sustainability efforts, is available for download at  
www.randolphcollege.edu/commencement



 

Rachel Trexler Ellis ’44 Art Prize for Excellence in Art  
Kora Leigh Brown

Rachel Trexler Ellis ’44 Art Prize for Excellence in Art  
Lindsey Leeann Davis

Marilyn S. Murray Asian Studies Award 
Kora Leigh Brown

Grace Taylor Wiltshire HA Award  
Amber Nicole Grace Garrett

Chemistry Department Award 
Paige Olivia Edwards

James Lewis Howe Award 
Agnes Reyes Merced

Genia Melikova Award  
Agnes Reyes Merced

Sally Spencer Award  
Paige Olivia Edwards

Helen McGehee Award  
Samantha Marie Landers

Eleanor Struppa Departmental Award  
Emma Carynn Carrico

Kathleen Bowman Education Research Award 
Sabrina Raven Johnson

Academy of American Poets 1st Prize (Undergraduate)  
Evan Michael Pausic

John P. Kirby Explicator Prize 
Michaela Seales

Senior Award in Environmental Studies 
Paige Olivia Edwards

Senior Major Award (Physics & Engineering) 
Tyler Blake Campbell

Outstanding Student Leader in Global Studies 
Rebecca C. Jones

Outstanding Senior in Political Science 
Latesha Thornhill

Frank Murray Award 
Elijah David Harrison

Academic Awards
This year’s awards were presented during a special ceremony on May 5, 2021.



Frank Murray Award 
Madison Noelle Murphy

J. Kenneth Morland Award for Best Senior Paper in Sociology  
Luz Eneida Rodriguez Santiago

Outstanding Senior 
Alyssa Galbreath

Outstanding Sport and Exercise Achievement 
Devin Gray Bagby

Outstanding Contributor in Theatre: Alice in Wonderland  
Alexus  Rochelle Allen

Outstanding Contributor in Theatre:  Academic Year 2020-2021 
Kaitlin Weigle

Summer Research Program Best Oral Presentation  
Sabrina Raven Johnson

ASC Tutor of the Year 
Paige Olivia Edwards

Best Writing in Social & Behavioral Sciences 
Nathanael Isaac Peverill 



The Phi Beta Kappa Society 
Class of 2021

The nation’s oldest and most prestigious honor society

Lindsey Leeann Davis

Amber Nicole Grace Garrett

Anne Revis Grosvenor

Rebecca C. Jones

Evan M. Pausic

Agnes Reyes-Merced

Latesha Thornhill 

Evelyn Victoria Tomaszewski

Dual Degree Program Participants
Najahe Mekela Eldridge, Engineering Physics, B.S.  .................................... Washington University
Dilawar Muhammad Mubashir, Engineering Physics, B.S.  ......................... University of Virginia
Sydney Taylor Spruill, Engineering Physics, B.S.  ............................ Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
                                                                                                                              & State University

Honors in the Major
Paige Olivia Edwards, Environmental Science
Nathanael Isaac Peverill*, English



Academic Honors
Jamiko Wilton Allen-Hercules* ........................................................ Cum laude

Devin Gray Bagby ...........................................................................Magna cum laude

Tyler Blake Campbell .....................................................................Magna cum laude

Emma Carynn Carrico ..................................................................Magna cum laude

Lindsey Leeann Davis ....................................................................Magna cum laude

Paige Olivia Edwards .....................................................................Magna cum laude

Elizabeth Gray Ellen ......................................................................Magna cum laude

Alyssa Galbreath .............................................................................Magna cum laude

Amber Nicole Grace Garrett ........................................................Magna cum laude

Victoria Shain Goodman ................................................................... Cum laude

Jessica Melton Gross ............................................................................ Cum laude

Rebecca Heidenfelder .......................................................................... Cum laude

Rebecca C. Jones .............................................................................Magna cum laude

Hannah Joseph ................................................................................Magna cum laude

Emma Koziol* ................................................................................Magna cum laude

Samantha Marie Landers ................................................................... Cum laude

Riley Paige Lorson ..........................................................................Magna cum laude

Chanler Lorrin Mitchell-Stadler ....................................................... Cum laude

Taylor Rae Murphy .......................................................................Summa cum laude

Daniel James Over* ......................................................................Summa cum laude

Evan Michael Pausic ............................................................................ Cum laude

Nathanael Isaac Peverill*  .................................................................. Cum laude

Agnes Reyes Merced .......................................................................Magna cum laude

Kelau Tano Smith* ........................................................................Magna cum laude

Robert Addison Spinner ..................................................................... Cum laude

Latesha Thornhill ..........................................................................Magna cum laude

Evelyn Victoria Tomaszewski* .......................................................... Cum laude

Zachary Williby ...............................................................................Magna cum laude

*August 2020 or January 2021 Graduate



Description of the College Mace
Symbolic of authority, the College mace is carried by a senior faculty member serving as the 
College marshal on ceremonial occasions during the academic procession. The mace bears 
the College seal on top of a flame. The flame sits upon a three-sided pedestal upon which the 
Three Keys of Knowledge, representing the humanities, the arts, and the sciences, are carved. 
Its design is derived from a well-known speech, “My Grandmother’s Basket of Keys,” given 
by Theodore H. Jack, the fourth president of then Randolph-Macon Woman’s College. The 
design is based upon the Randolph-Macon Woman’s College mace, only modified to reflect 
the College’s new seal after its name change in 2007. When not in use, the mace resides in the 
Lipscomb Library, along with the mace developed for Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in 
1955.

The Wearing of Academic Apparel
The wearing of academic apparel has been the traditional way of symbolizing the value of 
learning. Probably the monasteries and cathedral schools in the seventh century were the 
precursors of our modern institutions of higher education. The robed and cowled monks were 
the first students. The wearing of gowns can be traced back to the great universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge where the wearing of the gown and cowl of the earlier cathedral school clerics 
was preserved as academic dress.
 Though caps and gowns have been worn for commencement ceremonies in this country 
since colonial times, in 1895, a commission of American educators met to formulate a 
uniform intercollegiate code for American institutions of higher learning. The code, as finally 
established, follows in general the English system and provides for three types of gowns: those 
worn by bachelors or undergraduates are made of black material and have long pointed sleeves; 
masters wear either black silk or black wool made with a long, closed sleeve with an arc of a 
circle cut out near the bottom and slit for the arm; and the doctor’s gown is black silk with a 
full, round open sleeve. The gown is faced with velvet and has three bars of velvet on each sleeve. 
The black oxford or mortarboard cap is worn for all degrees.
 The hood, which signifies the degree conferred, has also been made uniform. The 
bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s is three and one-half feet long; and the doctor’s 
is four feet long with a wider panel. The code prescribes a lining of different color silk in the 
official academic color or colors of the institution conferring the degree. The binding or trim 
of the hoods is velvet, two inches wide for bachelors, three inches wide for masters, and five 
inches wide for doctors. The color here indicates the department or faculty in which the degree 
is granted.
 Following is a list of the colors established by the intercollegiate code to represent the 
different departments of learning: 

 While some students choose not to do so, our seniors have the privilege of asking 
someone, for whom it would be an honor, to hood them.

Arts and Letters      White
Business Administration  Gold
Economics  Copper
Education   Light Blue
Fine Arts   Brown
Law    Purple
Library Science   Lemon

Music  Pink

Philosophy   Blue

Physical Education   Sage Green

Science  Yellow

Social Science   Citron

Theology/Divinity   Scarlet


