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Commencement Exercises

Ten o’clock
WildCat Stadium

Ann Fabirkiewicz, College Marshal & Charles A. Dana Professor of Chemistry 
& Natural Science and Mathematics Division Head 

Christopher Lemasters, Dean of Students & Graduate Marshal

Processional*
Blue Ridge Brass
 Rigaudon  Andre Campra
 Grand March from “Aida”  G. Verdi 
 Prayer and March from “Renzi” Richard Wagner

Welcome and Introduction of the Commencement Speaker
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College

Commencement Address
 Karen E. Campbell ’77, Board of Trustee Chair-Elect &  
                                               Retired Professor of Sociology, Vanderbilt University

Conferring of Graduate and Undergraduate Degrees
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College 
 Carl A. Girelli, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Bunny Goodjohn, Associate Provost
 Christopher Lemasters, Dean of Students

Presentation of the Maude Huff Fife Award
 Carl A. Girelli, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Message from the Class of 2020
 Da’Quan Markeyst Saunders-McNear ’20, Student Government President

Message to the Graduates
 Bradley W. Bateman, President of the College

*Please stand if you are able. 



The College Song*
 Text: Carol Johnson Hallstrom ’43
 Music: Henry Hallstrom, Professor Emeritus
 Led by Chorale with alumnae and alumni via recording

Recessional*
Blue Ridge Brass
 Triumphal March  Hector Berlioz

Where the river winds through  
 blue mountains, 
Where purple vines entwine  
 stately halls, 
And roses tumble along  
 sunny walls, 
Where voices serenading in  
 the night sing of loyalty  
 and love. 
There let wisdom rise! 
O, there let wisdom rise! 

Randolph College in fair Virginia, 
Home of true learning, beauty,  
 and art, 
We sing thy praises, O Alma  
Mater, 
Our voices serenading  
 in the night 
Pledge thee loyalty and love. 
Here let wisdom rise! 
O, here let wisdom rise!

*Please stand if you are able. 



2019-2020

Student Government Officers

Da’Quan Markeyst Saunders-McNear
President

Ranita Opoku-Sarfo 
Vice President

Ebonee Woodford 
Secretary (Fall)

Jaelyn Evans 
Secretary (Spring)

 Léopoldine Bérengère Galopin
Judicial Chair

Hannah Catherine Overstreet
Judicial Vice Chair

Devon Carl Davis 
Treasurer

Sha-Ron Bass
Publicity Officer



Candidates for the Master’s Degree 

Monica LaVon Bell, Special Education, M.A.T.  ...........................................................Lynchburg, VA
Colleen Bowen, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ...................................................Lynchburg, VA
Samantha Faye Dickerson, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ...............................Brookneal, VA
Leah Georgann Dorman, Special Education, M.A.T.  ................................................Lynchburg, VA
Rebekah DuBose Griffith, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  .......................... Williamsburg, VA
Katherine Pauline Horne, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ......................................Bedford, VA
Alyssa Grace Horton, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  .................................................. Cana, VA
Jessica Marie McIntosh, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ....................................Lynchburg, VA
Melissa Pasierb, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ........................................................... Forest, VA
Joshua Steven Propst, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ........................................Lynchburg, VA
Mekenzie Lynn Schmitt, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ..................................Lynchburg, VA
Sara Jeannine Woodward, Curriculum & Instruction, M.A.T.  ................................Lynchburg, VA

Candidates for the Baccalaureate Degree  

Meredith Leigh Alwine*, Philosophy, B.A.  ...........................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Lauren Rebecca Appel, Political Science & Spanish, B.A.  ....................................Severna Park, MD
Alexandra Roxana Arce Nacurena, Biology, B.A.  ........................................................ Manassas, VA
Kirsten Leanne Arthur*, Psychology, B.A.  ......................................................................Rustburg, VA
Wajiha Ashraf, Psychology, B.A.  .....................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Kalyn Mariah Banks, Psychology, B.A.  ............................................................................ Clinton, MD
Carter Austin Barnette, Business & Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ...........................Ashland, VA
Elizabeth Chandler Beairsto, Economics & Political Science, B.A.  .............................Crofton, MD
Elizabeth Renee Beamon, Communication Studies, B.A.  ...................................Charlottesville, VA
Gabriel Storm Blodgett, Philosophy, B.A.  .......................................................................Concord, VA
Adara Rose Boling, Biology & Political Science, B.A. ..................................................Lynchburg, VA
Jacqueline Kazuko Bond, Classics, B.A.  ......................................................................Clackamas, OR
Corey Thomas Boswell, Biology, B.S.  ................................................................................Stafford, VA
Niles Austin Brown, Environmental Studies, B.A.  ............................................................Dacula, GA
Latekia Capri Bryant, Theatre, B.A.  .................................................................................. Bedford, VA
Anh Phuong Bui, Economics, B.A.  ........................................................Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Ho’ola Bush, Theatre, B.F.A.  ...........................................................................................Nokesville, VA
Kayla Elizabeth Callaham, History, B.A.  .................................................................Appomattox, VA
Louisa Elizabeth Frazer Carlson, English, B.A.  .........................................Croton on Hudson, NY
Ke’Asia Quansha Carter, Liberal Studies, B.A.  ............................................................Lynchburg, VA
Alicia Marie Casoni, Biology, B.S.  ....................................................................................... Bristow, VA
Prince Charles, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ...................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Maida Wahab Choudhery, Business, B.A.  ........................................................................Danville, VA
John Michael Coffron, Mathematics, B.S., History & Psychology, B.A.  ................. Front Royal, VA
Katelyn Elizabeth Coghill, Psychology, B.A.  ..................................................................Evington, VA
Alexander Conway, Psychology, B.A.  .............................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Destiny Antinique Cooper, Psychology, B.A.  ..................................................................Concord, VA
Erick Cortez-Martinez, Sociology, B.A.  .............................................................. Winston-Salem, NC
Taylor Leanne Craft*, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  .................................................Altavista, VA
Vinita Tricia Cunningham, Business, B.A.  .....................................................................Evington, VA
Cai Leigh Czuhai*, Studio Art, B.A.  ..................................................................................Raleigh, NC
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George Darko-Boateng, Economics & Mathematics, B.A.  ............................................Accra, Ghana
Devon Carl Davis, Business, B.A.  .............................................................................................Galax, VA
Jena Leigh Davis, English & History, B.A.  ...........................................................................Athol, MA
Kathryn Grace Deal, English, B.A.  ................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Francisco Alexander DiOrio, Biology, B.S.  .................................................................Gainesville, VA
Tenzin Yangchen Dolker, Physics, B.A.  ..................................................................Salt Lake City, UT
Blair Hope Epperson, Biology, B.S. ................................................................................... Nathalie, VA
Ghazal Fakhraeipour, Communication Studies, B.A.  .........................................Nagano-ken, Japan
Anthony Scott Fonnesu, Business, B.A.  ........................................................................... Hickory, NC
James Ernest Ford-Lane, Business, B.A.  ................................................................... Falls Church, VA
Isaiah Benjamin Pscheidt Freedman, Spanish, B.A.  ................................................... Yorktown, VA
Gabrielle Cherie Gaines, Business, B.A.  ...........................................................Madison Heights, VA
Léopoldine Bérengère Galopin, Biology & Chemistry, B.S.  ................................Fort Mitchell, KY
Katherine Mariah Gibson, Environmental Science, B.S.  ................................................Phoenix, AZ
Endrina Gonzales*, Global Studies, B.A.  ...................................................................... New York, NY
Gabriella Giulia Greco, Biology, B.A.  ................................................................................ Bedford, VA
Erik Lars Gulbronson, History & Museum and Heritage Studies, B.A.  .....................Selbyville, DE
Karyn Elizabeth Heisig, History, B.A.  ................................................................................. Vinton, VA
Kaitlyn Rose Hevey, Psychology & Spanish, B.A.  ....................................................Hagerstown, MD
Brian Thomas Higgins, Engineering Physics, B.S.  ........................................................... Norfolk, VA
Zachary J. Hinton, Business, B.A.  .................................................................................... Manassas, VA
Leslie Virginia Hite, Studio Art, B.A.  ............................................................................. Arrington, VA
San Tue Hoang, Business, B.A.  .....................................................................................Hanoi, Vietnam
KateLynn Breanna Hodgkiss, Business, B.A.  .................................................................... Suffolk, VA
Collin Mitchell Hooper, Economics, B.A.  .............................................................................Forest, VA
Charlotte Dawn Hudson, Communication Studies, B.A.  ............................................ Hoquiam, WA
Ericka Victoria Jacobs, Biology, B.S.  ......................................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Keyu Jin, Environmental Studies, B.A.  ...............................................................Kunming, P.R. China
Shakiah Kiara Johnson, Theatre, B.A.  .........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Bobbielyn Jones, Political Science, B.A.  .............................................................................Rumford, RI
Katie Morgan Jones, Engineering Physics, B.S.  .................................................................Stafford, VA
Gabriel J. Krueger, Sociology & Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ........................... Jacksonville, NC
Leif Mata Kvarnes, Physics, B.S.  .............................................................................Charlottesville, VA
Matthew Joseph LaPorte, Physics, B.S.  .............................................................................Stafford, VA
Matthew William Maki, Economics & Philosophy, B.A.  ............................................. Tecumseh, MI
Victoria Alyce Marsh**, English, B.F.A.  ............................................................................. Gretna, VA
Krista Haylee McCombs*, Studio Art, B.A.  ....................................................................... Gladys, VA
Robert Kyle Miller, Physics, B.S.  ..................................................................Amelia Court House, VA
Stefan William Andrew Miluszusky*, Business, B.A.  ........................................................Forest, VA
Lauren Brooke Morgan, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  .............................................. Bedford, VA
Sarah Aranda Mueller, Philosophy & Political Science, B.A. .................................. Falls Church, VA
Darius Zachariah Munoz-Chernitsky, Chemistry, B.S.  ...........................................Haymarket, VA
Alexandra L Murgas, History, B.A.  .............................................................................  Goldsboro, NC
Deborah Muskatel*, Biology, B.A.  .................................................................................Bethesda, MD
Ashely Alexandra Napolitano, Chemistry, B.S.  ........................................................ Burlington, NC
Ly Phuong Linh Nguyen, Economics, B.A.  ...............................................................Hanoi, Vietnam
Hannah Catherine Overstreet, Communication Studies & Philosophy, B.A.  ............... Bedford, VA
Madeline Renée Owens, Sociology, B.A.  ...............................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Abigail Mae Pannill, Biology, B.S.  ................................................................................Disputanta, VA
Abagale Lee Reade Parsons*, Sociology, B.A.  ......................................................................Forest, VA
Ebony D. Patrick, Mathematics, B.A.  .......................................................................................Hurt, VA
Essence D. Patrick, Mathematics, B.A.  ....................................................................................Hurt, VA



Jalil Faith Penn, Communication Studies, B.A.  ........................................................... Baltimore, MD
Darren Lawrence Petty, Jr., Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ..................................... Richmond, VA
Thinh Pham, Physics, B.S. .......................................................................Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Sara M. Primm, History & Museum and Heritage Studies, B.A.  ...................Madison Heights, VA
Jude Quintero, Mathematics & Physics, B.S.  ................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Priscilla Ranjitkar, Environmental Science, B.S., Communication Studies, B.A.  .........Kathmandu,  
                                                                                                                                                    Nepal
Krystle Monique Richardson, Psychology, B.A.  ...................................................................... Ivor, VA
Alysa Ridgeway, Business & Chemistry, B.A.  ..................................................................Rustburg, VA
Georgie Ruth Roark*, Liberal Studies, B.A.  ....................................................................Altavista, VA
Benjamin Michael Roberts, History, B.A.  .................................................................... Davidson, NC
Meredith Ashlyn Rosser, Psychology, B.A.  ...................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Michaela Irene Salerno, Communication Studies, B.A.  ............................................Huddleston, VA
Da’Quan Markeyst Saunders-McNear, Political Science & Sociology, B.A. ...............Roanoke, VA
John Brandon Schlick, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  .....................................Virginia Beach, VA
Ashley Marie Schmitz, Psychology, B.A.  ...........................................................................Keswick, VA
Christine M. Shackleford, History, B.A.  ......................................................................Warrenton, VA
Fakhteh Ahmadzadegan Shahmirzadi*, Biology, B.S.  ............................................Lynchburg, VA
Chelsea Paige Shearer, Studio Art, B.A.  .......................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Jordan A. Sheets, Chemistry, B.S.  ...................................................................................Lewisville, NC
Peyton O’Meara Shipley, English, B.A.  ........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Lauren Marie Sines, Business, B.A.  ...............................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Torie Alia Slaughter, Business, B.A.  .......................................................................................Forest, VA
Brian James Smith, Biology, B.A.  .................................................................................... Dumfries, VA
Kyo Takano, Psychology, B.A.  ..........................................................................................Tochigi, Japan
Nicole Dawn Taulton, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A. ..............................................Salisbury, MD
Canaan Marie Taylor, Psychology, B.A.  ........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Evan Chandler Templeton, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ....................................Lynchburg, VA
Kirby Tidmore, Biology, B.S., Political Science, B.A.  ......................................................Nashville, TN
Daniel Warren Toth, History, B.A.  ...................................................................................... Lorton, VA
Allen J. Vaytser, Biology, B.S.  ...................................................................................Mechanicsville, VA
Johanna Tamatha Vazquez, Physics, B.S.  ........................................................Madison Heights, VA
Samantha Ann Verhaagen, Global Studies, B.A.  .................................................Virginia Beach, VA
Kyle Patrick Wade, Biology, B.S., Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  .......................Williamsburg, VA
Lewis Ward, Museum and Heritage Studies & Studio Art, B.A.  ................................ Branchville, VA
Sarah Katherine Wardlow*, Psychology, B.A.  ...................................................................Moneta, VA
John Alexander Warren, Physics, B.A.  ..........................................................................Lynchburg, VA
Alyssa Hope Watson*, Biology, B.A.  .........................................................................Appomattox, VA
Kennedy Alexa Webb*, Business, B.A.  ....................................................................... Nassawadox, VA
Taylor Kelsey Webb*, Sport and Exercise Studies, B.A.  ........................................... Nassawadox, VA
Jennifer Lynne Weigle, Business & Political Science, B.A.  ...................................Mechanicsville, VA
Christopher Jackson Williams, English, B.A.  ..................................................................Ashland, VA
Matthew Jacob Williams, Chemistry, B.S.  ...........................................................Fredericksburg, VA
Andrea Elgin Wilson*, Biology, B.S. ..............................................................................Brookneal, VA
Cody Allen Wright, Economics & History, B.A.  ..........................................................Lynchburg, VA
Morgan Elaine Yeatts*, Communication Studies, B.A.  ........................................................Forest, VA

*August 2019 or January 2020 Graduate
**Degree to be awarded upon completion of requirements

This document is not an official record of degrees awarded.
The student’s transcript is the official record of the College.

The digital Commencement Program, which is part of the College’s
sustainability efforts, is available for download at www.randolphcollege.edu/commencement



 

Rachel Trexler Ellis ’44 Art Prize for Excellence in Art  
Lewis Ward

Marilyn S. Murray Asian Studies Award  
Keyu Jin

Grace Taylor Wiltshire HA Award   
Adara Rose Boling

American Chemical Society Inorganic Chemistry Award 
Jordan A. Sheets

American Chemical Society Analytical Chemistry Award 
Alysa Ridgeway

American Chemical Society Physical Chemistry Award  
Matthew Jacob Williams

James Lewis Howe Award 
Darius Zachariah Munoz-Chernitsky

Carl Stern Award for Excellence in Economics   
George Darko-Boateng

Stan Marshall Award for Excellence in Business  
Torie Alia Slaughter

Charlotte Stephenson Oresman ’41 Prize for Humor 
Christopher Jackson Williams

Margaret I. Raynal Prize for Creative Pose 
Jena Leigh Davis

Senior Award in Environmental Studies 
Katherine Mariah Gibson

Catherine I. Hastings Prize 
Jude Quintero

Outstanding Student Award 
Johanna Tamatha Vazquez

Senior Major Award 
Jude Quintero

Outstanding Student Leader in Global Studies 
Samantha Ann Verhaagen

Outstanding Senior in Political Science 
Adara Rose Boling

Frank Murray Award 
Alexander Conway

J. Kenneth Morland Award for Best Senior Paper in Sociology 
Da’Quan Markeyst Saunders-McNear

Academic Awards
This year’s awards were presented during a special ceremony on April 30, 2020.



The Phi Beta Kappa Society 
Class of 2020

The nation’s oldest and most prestigious honor society

Meredith Leigh Alwine   
George Darko-Boateng      

Katherine Mariah Gibson              
Kaitlyn Rose Hevey          

Sarah Aranda Mueller    
Alexandra L. Murgas       

Ly Phuong Linh Nguyen 
Sara M. Primm            
Jude Quintero   
Allen J. Vaytser 

Dual Degree Program Participants
Brian Thomas Higgins, Engineering Physics, B.S. Washington University

Katie Morgan Jones, Engineering Physics, B.S. Vanderbilt University

Undergraduate Teacher 
Licensure Candidates

Georgie Ruth Roark

Outstanding Senior 
Da’Quan Markeyst Saunders-McNear

Outstanding Sport and Exercise Achievement 
Nicole Dawn Taulton

Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship Nominee - The Sea Voyage 
Ho’ola Bush

Academic Achievement Award in Theatre 
Shakiah Kiara Johnson

Summer Research Program Best Oral Presentation 
Alexander Conway

Summer Research Program Best Poster Presentation 
Leif Mata Kvarnes

ASC Tutor of the Year  
Johanna Tamatha Vazquez

Best Writing in Social & Behavioral Sciences  
Alexander Conway



Honors in the Major
Katherine Mariah Gibson, Environmental Science

Thinh Pham, Physics 

Jude Quintero, Mathematics and Physics

Academic Honors
Meredith Leigh Alwine*  ..................................Summa cum laude

Carter Austin Barnette   ....................................Cum laude

Adara Rose Boling  .............................................Magna cum laude

Anh Phuong Bui  ................................................Cum laude

Alexander Conway .............................................Summa cum laude

Taylor Leanne Craft*  ........................................Magna cum laude

Cai Leigh Czuhai*  .............................................Cum laude

George Darko-Boateng  ....................................Summa cum laude

Katherine Mariah Gibson  ...............................Magna cum laude

Kaitlyn Rose Hevey  ...........................................Magna cum laude

Leslie Virginia Hite  ...........................................Magna cum laude

San Tue Hoang  ...................................................Cum laude

KateLynn Breanna Hodgkiss  ..........................Cum laude

Shakiah Kiara Johnson   ...................................Cum laude

Katie Morgan Jones  ..........................................Cum laude

Matthew Joseph LaPorte  .................................Cum laude

Sarah Aranda Mueller  ......................................Cum laude

Darius Zachariah Munoz-Chernitsky  .........Cum laude

Alexandra L. Murgas   .......................................Cum laude

Ly Phuong Linh Nguyen  .................................Magna cum laude

Hannah Catherine Overstreet  ........................Cum laude

Abigail Mae Pannill   .........................................Cum laude

Thinh Pham ........................................................Magna cum laude

Sara M. Primm  ...................................................Magna cum laude

Jude Quintero .....................................................Summa cum laude

Ashley Marie Schmitz  ......................................Cum laude

Torie Alia Slaughter   .........................................Summa cum laude

Kyo Takano  .........................................................Cum laude

Nicole Dawn Taulton  .......................................Cum laude

Kirby Tidmore   ...................................................Cum laude

Allen J. Vaytser  ....................................................Cum laude

Johanna Tamatha Vazquez  .............................Magna cum laude



Alyssa Hope Watson*  .......................................Summa cum laude

Matthew Jacob Williams  .................................Cum laude

Andrea Elgin Wilson*  ......................................Magna cum laude

Cody Allen Wright  ............................................Cum laude

Morgan Elaine Yeatts*  .....................................Summa cum laude

*August 2019 or January 2020 Graduate



Description of the College Mace
Symbolic of authority, the College mace is carried by a senior faculty member serving as the 
College marshal on ceremonial occasions during the academic procession. The mace bears 
the College seal on top of a flame. The flame sits upon a three-sided pedestal upon which the 
Three Keys of Knowledge, representing the humanities, the arts, and the sciences, are carved. 
Its design is derived from a well-known speech, “My Grandmother’s Basket of Keys,” given 
by Theodore H. Jack, the fourth president of then Randolph-Macon Woman’s College. The 
design is based upon the Randolph-Macon Woman’s College mace, only modified to reflect 
the College’s new seal after its name change in 2007. When not in use, the mace resides in the 
Lipscomb Library, along with the mace developed for Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in 
1955.

The Wearing of Academic Apparel
The wearing of academic apparel has been the traditional way of symbolizing the value of 
learning. Probably the monasteries and cathedral schools in the seventh century were the 
precursors of our modern institutions of higher education. The robed and cowled monks were 
the first students. The wearing of gowns can be traced back to the great universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge where the wearing of the gown and cowl of the earlier cathedral school clerics 
was preserved as academic dress.
 Though caps and gowns have been worn for commencement ceremonies in this country 
since colonial times, in 1895, a commission of American educators met to formulate a 
uniform intercollegiate code for American institutions of higher learning. The code, as finally 
established, follows in general the English system and provides for three types of gowns: those 
worn by bachelors or undergraduates are made of black material and have long pointed sleeves; 
masters wear either black silk or black wool made with a long, closed sleeve with an arc of a 
circle cut out near the bottom and slit for the arm; and the doctor’s gown is black silk with a 
full, round open sleeve. The gown is faced with velvet and has three bars of velvet on each sleeve. 
The black oxford or mortarboard cap is worn for all degrees.
 The hood, which signifies the degree conferred, has also been made uniform. The 
bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s is three and one-half feet long; and the doctor’s 
is four feet long with a wider panel. The code prescribes a lining of different color silk in the 
official academic color or colors of the institution conferring the degree. The binding or trim 
of the hoods is velvet, two inches wide for bachelors, three inches wide for masters, and five 
inches wide for doctors. The color here indicates the department or faculty in which the degree 
is granted.
 Following is a list of the colors established by the intercollegiate code to represent the 
different departments of learning: 

 While some students choose not to do so, our seniors have the privilege of asking 
someone, for whom it would be an honor, to hood them.

Arts and Letters White
Business Administration Gold
Economics Copper
Education  Light Blue
Fine Arts  Brown
Law   Purple
Library Science  Lemon

Music  Pink

Philosophy  Blue

Physical Education  Sage Green

Science Yellow

Social Science  Citron

Theology/Divinity  Scarlet


