RANDOLPH’S INNOVATIVE STUDENT EXPERIENCE (RISE) AWARD

Eligibility for the RISE Award:

In November 2010, the College announced the RISE program, designed to promote students’ intellectual or creative growth by providing grants for student scholarship. First year students entering the College in the fall of 2009 and thereafter are eligible to receive a $2,000 RISE award during their junior or senior year. Although the program was designed for incoming students, the College did want to provide a similar benefit to those students already enrolled. Therefore, students in the class of 2011 are eligible to receive a $300 RISE award and those in the class of 2012 a $600 RISE award. An application can be submitted by students at any time following the start of the fall semester in their junior year. No more than one proposal per student will be funded. The award is available for all students, but will be given only to those students who demonstrate a legitimate academic purpose for these resources. Students are strongly encouraged to discuss their ideas with their academic advisors before starting the application process. When applying for funds, students should keep in mind that they are eligible to receive funding once from a RISE grant for up to the maximum award based on their year of graduation.
Here are just a few possibilities for the RISE Award: 

· Attend a national conference

· Purchase easels, paint, or other material necessary for an artistic piece
· Travel to another country to improve your conversation skills 

· Buy computer software
· Purchase equipment or apparatus for your capstone project

· Travel to sites for research endeavors

All students are eligible to apply for RISE awards, but the following limitations must be kept in mind:

RISE funds cannot be used for Randolph College tuition, general College fees, required textbooks, or expenses related to job searches or graduate student applications.  
In addition, certain tax reporting and/or withholding implications may result from RISE awards to international students.  Please notify Paula Hutt in the Business Office to research and determine any unique implications on a case by case basis, prior to award submission.  Any tax implications which may arise, however, will not affect the College's decision to make the award in question.
The Application Process:
A copy of the application is attached and can also be found on the College website site under Academics/Special Opportunities, in a PDF file and MS WORD file at http://www.randolphcollege.edu/rise.
The application includes the following:

1) A  500 word essay explaining the rationale for the award should include:
a. the goals of the project
b. the methods to be employed to reach those goals
c. a rationale explaining how the project fits into your overall academic plan, as well as your professional and personal goals.

2) A detailed budget with documentation justifying the items included (see line-item budget form included with the application). A detailed description of how each line-item is needed for the project should be attached to the budget form. The budget that you submit should reflect the actual expense to be incurred by the applicant
3) An unofficial copy of the student’s transcript obtained from the portal
4) Letters from the IRB and/or business office as applicable

5) Signatures from the student and the student’s academic advisor
If the project involves research on humans (this includes surveys) or other animals, the project must first be approved by either the Institutional Review Board (humans) or the Animal Research Committee (other animals). 

International students need to set up a meeting at the Business Office to discuss the financial disbursement policy that applies to this award, prior to submitting a proposal for a RISE award. A letter from the business office should be included with the application to indicate to the committee if/how the student’s funding is impacted. 
The student should take the application package to the administrative assistant in the Dean of the College (DOC) office.  The Assistant Deans will review all applications and make a recommendation to the Dean of the College for final approval. 
The Assistant Deans will send a decision to the student approximately two weeks after submission of the proposal. Please keep in mind that notification of funding will be longer when proposals are submitted outside the academic year calendar. Email notification will be sent to the student, the academic advisor, and the appropriate department chair if the department is assisting with the purchase of equipment/materials. 
Purchase Information:
Upon the student’s receipt of a RISE award, the student and academic advisor will review the disbursement of funds process described in the award letter. The academic advisor may contact an Assistant Dean to determine the best way to make purchases for the project.  It may be possible for students to make purchases and file for personal reimbursement. Some purchases may need to be made by departments or through the DOC office. 
To ensure that funds will be available, students are strongly encouraged to apply for a RISE award prior to incurring expenses for any project. 
 Reimbursement Policy:

The Reimbursement Request should be submitted to the DOC office within two weeks after completion of a project. Reimbursement requests should be submitted to the DOC using the Randolph College RISE Reimbursement Request form available on the portal.  Under MyLinks, type in “RISE” and you will see the documents below. 
Supporting documentation that should be attached to this form:  1) receipts of expenses to be reimbursed, 2) a copy of the approved RISE budget with the “actual expenses” column filled out. 
Failure to submit receipts for expenses claimed may result in the delay of the reimbursement process and/or the right of the Business Office to refuse payment. 
Final outcome report:

Upon completion of a RISE project, the student must submit a final report summarizing his or her specific use of the RISE funds.  This report should be submitted electronically to the office of the Dean of the College within two weeks following the completion of the RISE project.  DOC will maintain all reports so future applicants can view examples of past RISE projects. 

Questions?  Contact Beth Schwartz, Elizabeth Perry-Sizemore, or Ron Gettinger, Assistant Deans of the College.
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