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2007 Alumnae Achievement Awards       9/15/07 
President John E. Klein’s Opening Remarks  
 
Welcome alumnae, students, special guests, faculty and staff.  
 
Thank you for joining me tonight as I experience and share with you another rich tradition of this 
College—the Alumnae Achievement Awards. Each year since 1981 the College has recognized 
three remarkable alumnae, nominated by their peers, to receive this award. It is my pleasure as 
the new president of the College to have met these distinguished women receiving this honor this 
year and to introduce them to you.  
.  
The Alumnae Achievement Award is conferred upon selected alumnae who personify the value 
of a liberal arts education and have brought distinction to themselves and the College. 
Nominations for the Awards come from alumnae, and the recipients are selected by an Awards 
Committee that includes administration, faculty, trustee, and alumnae members. Each recipient 
receives an elegant Tiffany and Company crystal trapezoid on an ebony base which has been 
engraved with the College seal and their name. 
 
A plaque listing all past Alumnae Achievement Award recipients hangs in the Anne Jeter Ribble 
Alumnae Lounge in Smith Hall. There is a robust list of recipients indeed—advocates and 
activists, educators, doctors, judges, senators, and above all—leaders. 
  
From the alumnae and students my wife, Susan, and I have met so far, I wouldn’t be surprised if 
future recipients are among those in the audience tonight!  
 
Tonight we’ll learn from each of the 2007 recipients how their experiences within the Red Brick 
Wall shaped their life and their careers. Just reading the introductions this week in preparation 
for this evening—I was energized by how the close association with faculty and well-rounded 
liberal arts education from our College has inspired and prepared these women for opportunity.  
 
Now it is my pleasure to introduce our first 2007 Alumnae Achievement Award recipient. 
 
Dorothy Johnson Lee, originally from New Orleans, attended R-MWC during the latter years of 
WWII. Remembering her graduation in 1948 she said humbly, “When I walked off the stage, I 
wasn’t the smartest in my class, but I was confident.” One month later, she and a handful of 
other Randolph-Macon women, all math majors, were recruited to work as “human computers” 
at Langley Aeronautical Laboratory in Hampton, Virginia. The lab eventually became the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration or NASA. As you listen to Dorothy’s 
accomplishments, you’ll understand she why she says she was in the right place at the right time.  
 
Dorothy’s first assignment was to support engineers in the design of pilot less aircraft research. 
A lucky break came when she filled in for 2 weeks for the secretary to the head of her branch of 
the agency. He recognized her skills, and asked her to come to work for him. Testing showed 
that she had abilities at two grades higher than her current assignment. With no formal training, 
Dorothy began as on-the-job engineer in a field exclusive to men, first on the Mercury space 
probe, then the Gemini project. She applied her skills at math and analysis diligently, and 
became a recognized expert in aero-thermo transfer technology. Her analysis of heat transfer 
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leads to the design of the space vehicle components which make the craft stable and able to 
withstand heat upon ascent and re-entry into the atmosphere. 
 
When asked about what has made her successful, she replied, “It wasn’t my typing skills: my 
computer is one finger and a thumb for spacing. It is that fact that while at R-MWC I learned 
how to learn. My professors cultivated and challenged me so I wanted to learn more.” 
She believes that because of her diploma from R-MWC was internationally-recognized for 
academics, she’s always been the one asked to “make the speech.” 
 
One presentation about her analysis made before an advisory committee was so thorough that the 
committee recommended to the President to proceed with the Space Shuttle system. That was in 
1969, well before the now well-recognized Orbitor Vehicles named: Discovery, Challenger, 
Columbia, Atlantis and Endeavor. Again, the right place, at the right time. 
 
Dorothy has authored and presented over 20 professional papers on the affects of heat transfer on 
the trajectory and stability of space craft design. She has been named an Associate Fellow by the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. She was NASA’s nominee for the Federal 
Woman’s Award, earned a NASA Medal for Exceptional Engineering Achievement. The 
Johnson Space Center selected her for their highest honor, the Certificate of Commendation.  
She has enjoyed a long career, turning 80 this spring, she is still consulting with private industry 
as an aerothermodynamisist. [aero-thermo dynama-sist]. 
  
Dorothy, the College is thrilled to count you among our math alumnae and to recognize and 
applaud your achievements in aerospace engineering.  
 

# # # 
 
 
Note: Dot Johnson Lee spoke extemporaneously, and used only notes. The text of her remarks is 
not available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Dorothy. 
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Faye Crawford Cooper, class of 1974, began her professional career in Special Education with 
young children, but after several years in the field, she learned her true interest and skill is in 
land conservation. Through her company, Cooper Conservation Advisors, she works with land 
owners, private organizations, and state agencies throughout Virginia to protect land, natural 
resources, and animal habitats through conservation easements and other conservation practices.  
 
Not surprisingly, she applies much of what she learned at Randolph-Macon Woman’s College as 
a psych major in her work today. She confesses that the beauty of attending our small liberal arts 
college is the culture of promoting and allowing inquiry. Faye majored in psychology, was 
encouraged and challenged by Professor Fred Rowe, and wrote her senior thesis on autism. She 
went on to earn her Masters of Special Education at the University of Virginia and spent six 
years teaching and counseling emotionally disturbed children.  
 
But fear of burn-out and the lure of environmental causes prompted a career change. Exploring 
other career opportunities, she interviewed with the newly-formed Virginia chapter of the Nature 
Conservancy and got the job, and as they say, “found her true calling.”  
  
It’s been twenty-seven years since she took a break from teaching, and she hasn’t looked back. 
She is particularly proud of her role in helping to establish the Valley Conservation Council, a 
regional land trust serving the beautiful Shenandoah Valley region, as well as her role in opening 
and directing a Shenandoah Valley office for the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, a state-
supported land trust. Through her land trust-related work, she has facilitated conservation 
easements with hundreds of land owners to protect permanently over 50,000 acres of rural lands 
that secure working farms and forestlands, wildlife habitat, and watersheds. 
 
Her honors include many prestigious conservation awards: the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Conservation Award, Garden Club of America Zone VII Conservation Award, and 
the Northern Virginia Audubon Society, Conservationist of the Year to name a few. 
 
She once admitted to a magazine writer that she’d rather be walking in the woods. Let’s hope 
that’s not true now, as we present Faye with this recognition of her accomplishments and the 
honor she brings to our College. 

# # # 
 
Comments by Faye Crawford Cooper 
“Walking in the W oods” 
 
It’s always a pleasure to return to my alma mater and I’m tremendously honored to be a recipient 
of this award. Actually this honor could be bestowed on so many Randolph-Macon alums who 
have gone on to contribute to their communities and their causes. So I’d like to accept this award 
in acknowledgment of all those Randolph-Macon women who are now leaders and contributors 
to a better world. 
 
I’m no different from any other alum when I say that my years here were pivotal. This is where I 
transitioned from being a naïve farm girl to a woman who knew the way forward (for the most 
part). This is where I was able to freely explore opportunities and my potential. Professors Fred 
Rowe, Frank Murray and Tom Pasternack, to name just a few, were brilliant mentors to whom 



 
Introductions written by: Beth Knabel, Assistant Alumnae Director for Communications 
Comments compiled by: Beth Knabel, September 30, 2007  5 of 9 
  
 

I’m indebted. Dr Murray was even able to make learning statistics almost fun. Dorothy Bliss, 
whose conservation biology class was another huge influence and supported very directly the 
work I do now as a conservationist.  
  
R-MWC has always been known for its strong emphasis on the highest academic standards. We 
were very serious students, but we were also girls who knew how to have fun. I met my husband, 
Peter, the year after I graduated. Although he had been simultaneously a UVA student and had 
plenty of experience “rolling” to the various girls’ schools in the region including “Randy Mac”, 
we hadn’t met. We were both psych majors and met working with autistic children at a state 
hospital. Early in our relationship he acknowledged that Randolph-Macon girls were the smartest 
of all, but still knew how to have a good time, which apparently he’d had some of down in the 
pines.  
 
In addition to the vast academic and personal growth opportunities, this is the place where 
friendships were formed that will last forever.  I want to thank my friend Karen Craft Combs for 
her special effort to be here tonight and also thank my roommate, Alice Peyton Sherwood (aka 
Alice M.) for nominating me for this award. Karen, Alice and I grew a tight bond and had a blast 
singing together in “SongShine”. Music and singing was an important outlet for all of us and I 
know that Karen will agree that there is nothing to compare to singing our hearts out in our 
beautiful chapel. 
 
It’s also appropriate for me to acknowledge and thank my parents, Fill and Lafayette Crawford. 
They instilled in me a conservation ethic and a deep love of the land. My mother, who at age 90, 
is still living on the farm and reusing aluminum foil until it disintegrates, taught me not only how 
to conserve, but also is a strong believer in liberal arts education for women. She was a graduate 
of what was then the all women’s Madison College (now JMU) and was delighted by the fact 
that all three of her daughters without hesitation chose women’s colleges (my sisters attended 
Mary Baldwin and Salem College).  
 
My father taught me to love and respect the land at an early age. As the third daughter, who 
perhaps was expected to be a son, I got to tag along after him on the farm, and on hunting and 
fishing outings. His keen observation of wildlife and appreciation of the rural way of life affected 
me in ways that clearly plays out today in the work that I do. 
 
Now if you’ll grant me a few minutes to get up on my high horse – because I just can’t ignore an 
opportunity to preach a little–especially with an intelligent and receptive audience such as this. 
 
I ask you to consider why land and what we do with it is so vital to our wellbeing and to our 
children’s future. Many view land as a commodity – one to be used and bought and sold for 
financial gain. As all of us know, we Americans are huge consumers of the earth’s limited 
resources. And land is one resource that we tend to take especially for granted.  Why do many of 
us feel that we must own 5 acres and a 6,000 sq ft. House, preferably plopped on the top of the 
ridgeline so we can enjoy the view – thus destroying the views for others? Why is it ok for a big 
box store to abandon one huge building for a new larger one across the street when it decides it 
needs to expand? 
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As Will Rogers so astutely stated: “land—they’re not making it anymore.” Land is a limited 
resource that is connected to every other natural resource that supports our existence – our air, 
our water, our soils that produce food and fiber, and habitat for a diversity of wildlife that share 
this planet with us.   
 
Unless we view land as a natural resource that requires our stewardship and reverence, we put 
our future and our earth at risk. 
 
So I urge each of you to consider doing any or all of the following: 

·  If you own land, take steps to protect its important natural or historic resources. 
·  Support your local government as they plan for the future use of land in your community 

– wise community planning is key. We need both gray and green infrastructure. 
·  Support your local land trusts – there are more than1200 land trusts in this country 

working to protect our farms, forests, and natural lands and they need our help. 
·  Buy food locally, at farmers markets and through local coops. If you don’t have markets 

and coops in your community, help start one. Buying locally helps keep the farmer on the 
farm and the farm out of the hands of a developer. It also contributes to healthier living. 

·  As often as you can take yourself, your children and your grandchildren outside for a 
walk in the woods and observe God’s creation. You’ll have fun and you’ll help plant that 
conservation seed – that will grow into a conservation ethic that will save our planet. 

 
Ok – enough preaching. Just one final request I want to make to the Administration and Faculty 
of what we all hope will continue to be an institution of excellence – now known as Randolph 
College. 
 
Please take special care to support leadership skills and opportunities for the women of this 
college. Though R-MWC no longer exists as we knew it, my hope is that this college will 
continue producing graduates who will change the world. 
 
Thank you again for this award. I’m deeply honored and appreciative.  
���������	
����

����
��  

# # # 
 
Thank you Faye. Interestingly, both you and our next recipient both adored biology while at 
Randolph-Macon, but chose instead another major. This is, I imagine, a testament to your 
professors and to the biology department! 
 
Stephanie Pope, class of 1975, has made a career in Classics and can proudly claim many 
successes. She declared her major early in her undergrad years and graduated from R-MWC 
Magna Cum Laude with Honors in Classics and with Phi Beta Kappa. Twelve months later she 
earned a Masters in Classics, from the University of Cincinnati. She then attended the summer 
session of the American Academy in Rome before pursuing her teaching career. This year she 
completed her 30th year of full-time teaching Norfolk Academy in Norfolk Virginia.  
  
In an era of education where Latin and the Classics are declining, Stephanie has brought a 
renaissance in the United States. The hallmark of her success in the classroom is her teaching 
style, her ability to engage the students, even the young ones, as an early adopter of the reading 
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approach to teaching Latin as presented in the Cambridge Latin Course. This method, developed 
in England and published by the Cambridge University Press, involves the teaching of Latin as a 
language and not as an exercise in learning of paradigms and set rules of grammar and syntax. 
She travels the globe conducting workshops on the Cambridge method and has "converted" 
many teachers. She was the head of the Revision Team for the Fourth Edition of the Cambridge 
Latin Course. A member of the American Classic League since 1977, she presents papers at their 
national conference nearly every summer, and was presented the coveted Merita Award for 
sustained and distinguished service to Classics in 2001.  
 
Beyond the many honors and awards Stephanie has received, a parent of a former student came 
to see her and relayed the most gratifying recognition a teacher can imagine. The student, now a 
Harvard graduate, majored in Classics because of Stephanie's impact and inspiration. 
 
Philanthropy is a huge part of her life as well. She says she 'plays' the stock market to support the 
causes close to her heart: her College, Colonial Williamsburg, Best Friends Animal Sanctuary, 
the Botanical Gardens and the Arts.  
 
It is common to find her working with youth on fundraising projects, leading by example and 
showing them creative ways to give back through donations. She is a mentor for Roots and 
Shoots, a program of the Jane Goodall Society that teaches youth to be responsible for the 
mistakes of earlier generations and to replenish the environment and natural resources by 
planting trees, or cleaning roadways or investing the local community. 
 
Stephanie, thank you for your work with youth and for sharing with us.  
 
Comments given by Stephanie M. Pope 
“Making A Difference” 

 
President Klein, my fellow honorees, alumnae, faculty, staff, students, and friends, thank you for 
this extraordinary and totally unexpected award and for allowing me to share a bit of my 
Randolph-Macon experience with you in this wonderful setting! 
 
As a young girl growing up in the middle of west Texas in the 1960s, I stared at green cotton 
fields, cattle rubbing against oilrigs, and blue skies filled with puffy white clouds. The slight 
prairie breezes were filled with wondrous aromas and the sounds of the ever-present insects. I 
loved the four seasons of my home state, but my heart longed to be elsewhere. My father was an 
attorney by profession but a gentleman farmer at heart. He had served in the FBI in Peru during 
World War II and met my mother in Lima where she served undercover as a courier agent for 
British Intelligence. Love blossomed, and she returned to the States with my father to be married, 
an started a country life in Abilene, Texas. Abilene was not her cup of tea, so she made the inside 
of our home the spitting image of a Williamsburg abode. I grew up loving Williamsburg, 
England, and ancient history.  
 
When it came time to select a language to study in high school, Latin seemed the logical choice 
due to my love of ancient world. During my junior year, the entire curriculum centered around 
American history and literature. I sat in history class absorbing tales about the Revolutionary 
War and our Founding Fathers. In English class, letters written by a general about the Dismal 
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Swamp, of all places, caught my attention. All of a sudden Virginia became a place I had to 
explore. The summer after my junior year Dad packed us all in the car and off we went to visit 
colleges on the East Coast. My heart was set on the College of William and Mary or Duke 
University, but my father had wanted me to follow the Texas tradition of sending girls to a 
“finishing school” for two years only to return to Texas to complete their education at a larger 
university earning a degree that ended with initials “Mrs.” That was just not my path.  
 
I humored Dad as we drove onto this campus unannounced on a Friday afternoon in early August 
around 3 p.m. Much to my amazement I had an interview on the spot and experienced a grand 
tour of the campus with a spectacular thunderstorm rolling over the Blue Ridge Mountains 
coming to drench the College before we left. While some Classicists would believe that the 
thunderstorm was a bad omen, I didn’t. I fell in love with Randolph-Macon from that very 
moment. None of the other colleges we visited that summer greeted us with such open arms. I 
just seemed to them to be a number on a piece of paper. 
 
When the next fall finally came and I was settled in this beautiful school, I was determined to 
study anything but Latin. My high school Latin teacher, though famous now in publishing 
circles, did not teach to my learning style. I felt that I had nowhere to go with Latin. But being 
the good girl that I was, I listened when my adviser suggested I continue studying Latin here 
since I had already completed three years of it. 
 
I started Latin class by reading Catullus with Helga Nehrkorn. I felt lost in that class but also 
attended a classical civilization course taught by Dr. Lloyd. This man truly caught my interest. 
The more I studied with him, the more I realized that Dr. Lloyd was a rara avis in the academic 
world: a working, published Classics scholar who actually enjoyed teaching and sharing his vast 
knowledge with fledgling female students. As a freshman at R-MWC, I remember being 
overwhelmed by his academic credentials and publications, but once I attended one of his classes 
and was treated to a marvelously concise as well as humorous lecture, I was hooked. Latin was 
to be my career! 
 
How did Dr. Lloyd manage to make me love a language that I was so determined to drop when I 
entered college? He did it by demanding and expecting us to prepare thoroughly for every class. 
In this way he taught by example as he always presented interesting and organized lectures that 
were brief and to the point, but he was also able to expound on many classical subjects at a 
moment's notice. We knew that he knew his field, and we wanted to live up to his expectations 
of us. 
 
Although the pace was demanding, he was always willing to negotiate with us for the best times 
to have tests and quizzes. The workload was challenging but not overwhelming as he seemed to 
require quality work as opposed to simple quantity  coverage. 
 
All of this process was guided by the kind and gentle spirit of a man who never humiliated his 
students for not knowing something. He would rather help us identify the areas where we needed 
strengthening and then show us where to find the answers. He treated us as people worthy of his 
time and interest. He never made us feel that we were just mere female students who were to be 
tolerated until the end of the term. Under his caring, sensitive, and flexible guidance, we strived 
to show that we cared for him and for his field as much as he cared for us.  
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Dr. Lloyd has continued to influence my career outside of these red-brick walls. Thanks to him I 
earned the Eta Sigma Phi scholarship to study at the American Academy in Rome the summer 
after receiving my Masters degree. My job at Norfolk Academy was cemented after he had a 
jolly talk with my former headmaster, J.B. Massey. 
 
There were also many other wonderful professors who helped me along the way, Dr. Caskey in 
Greek, Dr. Cornelius in English, Drs. Morland and Strickland in anthropolgy/sociology, to name 
a few. Then President Quillian and his lovely wife, who always entertained us with hot tea and 
orange blossoms at their magnificent home on Rivermont Avenue, left me with a wonderful 
thought that we should never be satisfied with what we have. We should continue to grow and to 
learn throughout our lives.  
 
Memories of this school would not be complete without mentioning some of the wonderful 
traditions that my friends, who are here tonight, participated in with me: the pumpkin carvings, 
the ring exchange, Junior Ushers, the sing-alongs, the special calamari dinners at the Lloyds’, the 
Eta Sigma Phi initiations in the Pines, the trips to Hampden-Sydney and various other places for 
lectures and sightseeing, the always challenging and wonderfully fun-to-plan Ides of March 
office surprises and other activities we were fortunate to experience. The bonds of life-long 
friendships were forged right here! 
 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, now Randolph College, made a huge difference in my life. 
I left this school feeling that, as a woman, my opinion was worthwhile and should be heard. I felt 
that I could continue the tradition of making a difference in people’s lives. Today I work with 
students and teachers alike sharing what I have learned about the teaching of Latin and the 
aspects of making a difference in the world: be it in the classroom or in philanthropic activities. 
 
I want to thank the College for all that it has done for me and for my life. Please know that I 
strive everyday to share the values of this Institution with my colleagues, peers, and students. As 
this College has now started a new chapter in its life with a new name and a new set of students, 
may the message always be that we can all make a difference in this world. 
 
Thank you very much! 
�����������
���

# # # 
 
 

These three women are exemplars of what a sound liberal arts education, living the HONOR 
CODE, and a good measure of imagination and hard work. I hope all of you have learned 
something tonight, as I have. Please visit with each of these achievers at the banquet tonight. 
Thank you again ladies. We’ll now adjourn to Smith Banquet hall. 


